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In the preliminary research for the first visit

to Akita in the beginning of September, there
were too many ‘regional problems’ presented
and they seemed as a dead-end for the town

in its statistics. However, as | visited some
areas, | have learned about the point of ease in
people’s way of living that does not appear sta-
tistically. Clear spring water flow through the
town. Unfortunately, some of them are already
dried up or undrinkable due to the poor quality
of the water today. Through the fact that the
beautifully presented natural water is actually
polluted, it seems the people lost their neigh-
boring relationships and landscapes in exchange
for their convenience. As washing machines
took over our lifestyle, it created new rules in
life. Spring water is no longer used everyday,
but new habits continue to give unpredictable
effects to our future. This year, | would like to
approach to the everyday habits around us by
opening up my residence/studio area to the
public for a month while | stay in Akita.

- Masaru lwai
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